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La�nos Con�nue to Face Highest Rate of Unemployment Despite Some Job
Gains

 

La�na women have been hit par�cularly hard by job loss from COVID-19,
UnidosUS report shows 

WASHINGTON, DC— While today’s job report shows some progress to begin reversing
massive job losses, Latinos across the country continue to experience disproportionate
economic impact from the pandemic. The May unemployment rate for U.S. Latinos,
17.6 percent, remains the highest of any racial group, according to a new report from
UnidosUS, (formerly National Council of La Raza), the nation’s largest Latino civil rights
and advocacy organization. 

 

The May Latino jobs report shows the devastating toll that the pandemic is still having on Latinas, in
particular. More than 3 million households in the United States are headed by Latinas, and the majority of
Latina mothers are key breadwinners for their families, meaning their households rely heavily on their
wages.

 

Latinas are bearing a large brunt of the pandemic’s disastrous impacts and are almost twice as likely to be
unemployed as White men. Even before the spread of coronavirus, Latinas were struggling economically as
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they have been overrepresented in low-wage occupations and have been provided with limited access to
benefits like paid leave.

 

"This pandemic has further amplified the deep economic inequities faced by Latinos, especially Latina
women. Latinas make up a disproportionate number of the workforce in sectors that have seen their
employment rate plunge, like food processing, hospitality, retail and health care," said Orson Aguilar, the
Director of Economic Policy at UnidosUS. "The federal government must act immediately to direct more
relief which would financially empower Latinas and those in the broader community who have lost their jobs
and those who remain vulnerable while doing essential work."

 

To view the full Latino jobs report for May, click here.

 

UnidosUS, previously known as NCLR (Na�onal Council of La Raza), is the na�on’s largest Hispanic civil rights and
advocacy organiza�on. Through its unique combina�on of expert research, advocacy, programs, and an Affiliate
Network of nearly 300 community-based organiza�ons across the United States and Puerto Rico, UnidosUS
simultaneously challenges the social, economic, and poli�cal barriers that affect La�nos at the na�onal and local
levels. For more than 50 years, UnidosUS has united communi�es and different groups seeking common ground
through collabora�on, and that share a desire to make our country stronger. For more informa�on on UnidosUS,
visit www.unidosus.org or follow us on Facebook, Instagram, and Twi�er.
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